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Poet Soto gives $300,000 to restoration

By Boug Hoagland
Tho Fresno Bee

Poet and author Gary Sote returned
Wednesday to the Oid Administration
BuiMdingat Fresno City College — where
ke took classes in the early 1678 — and
announced he is donating $300,000 to
help restore the buildirg’s auditorium.

Soto appeared with community lead-
ers who gathered in the courtyard of the
Oid Administration Building to kick off
2 33 miliion community fundraiser.

Soto was a student at City College
when he attended his first poetry read.
ing in the auditorfum.

"I thought, ‘God, T would Jove to do
that,” " Soto said. “City College is respon-
sible for my growth intellectually, and I
think it made me grow as aman.”

Borr in Fresno, Soto graduated from
City College in 1972 and then from Cali-
fornia State University, Fresno, He lives
in Berkeley but has a house in Fresno.

Soto is the author of 10 poetry collec-
tions for adults, cne of which was a 1895
finalist for both the Los Angeles Tmes
Book Award and the National Book
Awrard.

Michele Cantwell-Copher, head of the
State Center Community Oollege Dis-
triet's fundraising foundation, said the

maoney from Soto and his wife, Carolyn,
“is 4 testament to the respect many peo-
ple feet for this building.”

The 01d Administration Building was
completed in 1916 but has been ¢losed
since 1976 because it does not meet the
state’s earthguake code for schools. It
has 70,000 square feet of classroom, of fice
and auditoriom space.

Debate raged for years about the buitd-
ing's future,

it will cost 341 miliion to renovate the
structure and bring it up to earthouake
standards, with that money coming from
focal and state honds and private dona-
tions.

Because college officials can't tse
bond money on the auditorium, the
$4 million needed for its restoration will
come from private dopations.

City College nstructors and staff —
plus others in the college district - al:
ready have pledged or donated $1 mik-
Tien, so the community & being asked to
give the remaining $3 miflion.

Clty College officials sey they plan to
have the Old Administration Bulldingre.
stored and opened in the fa)l of 2009,

b~ The reporter can be resched at

dhoagiand@fresnobes.com or
{£59) 441-68354.

Fresno staffers unveil
major street-fee boost

By Matt Leedy
Tha Fresno Boe

Fresno's pian to pay for new
streets and improve others
would make development fees
on the city's fringe seven times
kigher for fiomes and 20 times
kigher for stores.

City staffers formally un-
veiled theirlong-delayed propos-

- al Wednesday in two publiomeet-
ings. In both, the audience was
rredominantly developers and
pubtic officials.

The City Council, which for
months has been pushing staff-
ers for a fee proposal, will be
‘asived to approve the plan Tues-
day,

But after getting their first
leok at the proposai this week,
some coungll members already
are concernsd the steep increas-
&5 could cost the city jobs, seles
tax revenue and affordable
homes.

Counzil Member Mike Dages
said the plan to increase street
fees to $70,900 per acre from
$3,500 per acre for retail stores
near the city's borders woudd
slow such development to a
crawl A loss in retail develop-
ment, he said, would mean
fewer jobs for Fresnans and less
sales tax revenue for the eity.

“My gut reaction s X don't
know how I'm going to support
this on Twesday,” Dages said.
“They're just tog high, ¥ cannot
sit here and aliow unemploy-
ment {o increase.” '

Commercial developers also

. are worried about the fee in-
Creases,

Richard Fairbank, an attor-
ney who represents retail and of-
fice developer Zinkin Develop-
Juent, said the fees will “stop or
nearly stop” construction in
Fresno,

Under the proposal, fees for
commercial and apartment de-
velopient would be phased in
over three years, which city
staffers hope will help alieviate
sorae of the concerns, Fees for
industrial developments zlso
would increase but would not be
phased in,

"I would be very disappointed
by anyene who would say this
would stop development in its
tracks,” Assistant City Manager
Jon Ruiz said.

Couneil Prasident Henry T
Pereg wants the phase-in pericd
extended an exira year to 2010.
He aiso wants city staffers to
make stire the higher fees don't
push housing costs out of reach
for Fresno’s poor and moderate-
income residents, .

“For me, the jury's stili out on
this,” Perea said.

City staffers sald they will
suggest that the councli find a
couple million doflars in the city
budget each year so the fees cat
be waived for developers who
build homes that ave affordabie
for residents who earn 80% or
less of the area's median income

-ﬁ; about $41,600 for a family of

T

Money for affordable housing
cowid come from the city's gener-
al fund — whick pays for police
and fire sexvices — or mew
grants.

Currently, street fees cost
from $1,100 £o $3,700 per acre for
all development. Homes typical-
Iy have lower fees than stoves,
Under the new proposal, those
fees would jump to $57.000 per
acre for develepments of single-
family homes on the fringes and
nearly twice as much per acre
for apartments.

Btreet fees for- developments
in the city’s core would be a
third of what they would be on
the fast-growing fringe. Ruiz
said the fee break shotld encour-
age more development in the
city’s okler sections.

Development throughout the
city would pay for improvement
to major streets, such as Hern-
don, Blackstone and Jensen ave.
nues. Development on the city's
fringes also would pay for new
roads and prevent bottlenecks
on existing streets,

Ifapproved by the council, the
new fees would begin to take ef
fect May 27.

The ¢ouncil passed 2 resolu-
tion in January that will help
the city collect fees from new de-
velopment plans that are submit-
ted to the city but haven't re-
ceived final approval by the time

" the increases ave adopted.

A decision on new street faes
is seven months late. The fees
haven't been increased in about
15 years, and Ruiz said it took 2
long time to find a way for Fres-
ne to catck up, Thefees ave need-
ed to raise about $415 miliion
during the next 2¢ years,

Development fees will be re-
viewed every year so the city
doesn’t fall behing again, Ruiz
said.

The proposal, Ruiz said, will
encourage developers to help re.
store Fresno's core and hem in
sprawi, “In five to 16 years, we'll
be saying it was well worth the
effort to do this right.”

B The reporter can e reached

at misedy@fresnotivs,com or
{659) 441-6208,

Rep. Hunter’s son may seek House seat

Assaclated Press

The son of Rep. Duncan Hunt-
o, the California Republican
hot campaign

.y

The former Marine, who
served two tours in Irag, said he
now volunteers fuli time for his
father’s campaign and expects
1 formailv annatnes hic savds.

OHN WALKER/{THE FRESNO BEE

From let,, Gov. Sehiwarzenegger acknowledges gang-pravention efforts miade by Fresno Mayor Alan Aulry,
Reedley Police Chief Doug Johnson ané Fresno Police Chief Jerry Byer, during a news conference
Wednasday in Fresno, The govemor said gangs acroes the state ara kiing people and peddiing crugs.

Governor in Fresno to
discuss gang prevention

By Fim Eherly
Tha Frasno Bae

Gov. Schwarzenegger came
to Fresno on Wednesday to taik
with local political ang law en-
forcement officials ahout creat-
ing a statewide offort to sqguash
gang violence.

Schwarzenegger spent about
45 minutes taiking privately
with Fresno Mayor Alan Autry,
Fresng Police Chief Jerry Dyer,
TFresne County Sheriff Marga.
ret Mims and others.

In a news conference that fol-
lowed, Schwarzenegger de-
scribed the meeting as “terrif-
ic” and praised Fresno's anti-
gang efforts.

But Schwarzenegger offered
no specific plans or solutions
for a broader coordinated state-
wide effort. His goal in visiting
Fresno and other California
communities is to learn about
the cities” gang problems, an
aide said.

Now is the time to come to-
gether and act, Schwarzeneg-
ger said, Gangs across the'state
are killing people and pedadling
drugs, he said, specifically men-
tioning the Fresmo Baulidogs
gang as “dangerous.”

‘The governor praised the
Mayor’s Gang Prevention Initia«
tive — a program designed to
give gang members a fresh
start — as well as the city’s of-
fort in frying to wipe ouf the
Bulidogs gang.

“I think the work that is
being done here in town is ter-
rifie,” ke sald,

Since Nov. 13, 1,772 Bulldog
gang members or associates
have been arrested on felony
charges in the Operation Buli-
dogs crackdown, Dyer report-
ed. The chief alse said that 357
people with ties to the Bulldogs
have been referred to the gang-
prevention program, which oft
fors job counseling, therapy
and tattoo removal,

Dyer said the recent police
work is good progress — he's
trying to make Bulldeg gang
members wear Global Position-
ing System monitors to track
their whereabouts ~ but
there's mauch more to be done.
And he said Schwarzenegger
cowld help Jocal police pursue
federal funding.

Dyerlater said Schwarzeneg-
per was “very attentive" in the
meeting. His staffers were try-
ing to rugh him, but he took the
time to lister, Dyer sail

Autry, meanwhile, said bat-
tling gang violence is a topic
that, in the past, politiclans
have not emhraced,

N¢ spectfic incident has
prompted the governor's push
to ceordinate efforts against
gangs, but rather numerous
calls for help from commuanity
leagers, his spokesman said.
B The reporter can be reached
at febery@fresnohea.com or
{559} 441-8465.

Ag: Children visit animals, make ice cream.

age some of Wednesday's
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Education and the Tulare
Ceunty Farm Burea.

Kings County had about
2,000 students at a similar
event easlier this month in
Hanford.

Touching animals wasn't
the only activity for the
students at Ag Day on Wednes-

V.
Other activities ncluded

vals iy fmo mraavn ayvtd Feell

center’s interactive learning
center.

Kapheim said most boys in
her class liked #he farm
equipment such as the nut
harvester that made the
ground shake.

Diouglas Rogers, 15, &
student at Porterviile High
School, spent part of his
spring break educating the
children about sheep.

Tavsalac o maoymivas of

students to get involved, he
said,

“It’s a fun thing to do, and
maybe they will have fun with
it, too.”

B The reporter can be reached
&t alacaya@fresnobee.com or
{668) 6222421,

Teen killed
m stolen
car crash

identified

By Louls Galvan
The Frasno Bee

The passenger who was
killed Tuesday when a stolen
car crashed into s tree in west-
central Fresno during a Cali-
fornia Highway Patrol chase
has been identified as Denny
Kiong, 17, of Fresno, officials
said Wednesday.

Xiong was not carrying
Identification, but officials
were able to Mentify hin after
checking his fingerprints,
saig Joseph Tiger, a Fresno
County deputy coroner.

The driver, & i6-year-old
Fresno boy, has been charged
with vehicular manslaughter,
vehicle theft, possession of a
stolen vehicle, evading arrest
and driving without a license,
said officer Paul Solarzeno,
CHP spokesman.

Investigators said the driv-
ex was traveling about 75 mph
and driving recklessly when
he was spotted on northhound
Highway 89 at Olive Avenue
shortly before 1:30 a.m. Tues-

A CHP cfficer attempted to
stop thecar, but the dviver con.
tinued northon 89 untilhe got
off at the Clinton Avenue off-
ramp, ran a red ight apd
turned east on Clinfon at
about 70 mph, according to So-
larzano. .

Less than a minate after the
chase had started, the car
made several turns and was
golng east on Yale Avenue
when it jumped a curd and
crashed at Yale and Arthur av-
ervues, investigators said.

+The car slammed inte a
tree, knocked down a 25-foot
saction of a woaden fence ang
demelished & patio brick wall.
The driver was treated for
moderate injuries and tarned
over to Juvenile Hall authori-
ties.

Two other passengers in
the car, a 1993 Honda Civic,
were admitted to TUniversity
Medical Center with major in-
juries.

One of them, Tou Her, 18, of
Fresno, was listed in gocd con-
dition Wednesday afternoon.
Thecondition of theother pas-
senger, a ld-year-old Fresne
boy who was thrown out of the
vehicle, was not made avail-
able Wednesday.

Solarzane said Her and the
14-year-old face charges of ve-
hicle theft and posgession of a
stolen vehicle.

B The reporter Gan be
reached at igalvan@iresnobas,
com or {559) 441-6139.




