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COS
studies
security
‘hanges

Juards may join police
opatrol the campus
e nights, weekends. |

By Susle Pakoua Vang
‘The Fresnc Bae

VISAEIA - A proposal tobol
ier the College of the Sequoias
glice force by adding security
wards to patrol late at night
nd on weekends could soon
oothe concerns by some in the
oilege community worried
bowt campus safety.

Within months, COS board
lembers could approve the
ian and have the extra securl
¥ in place as early a5 next fail.
‘he beard hired a Napa-based
onsuitant to study various op-
ons, inciuding replacing the
worn police officers with secu-
iy gaards.

In Oclober, when administra-
srs began Jooling into the cam-
us security issue, some college
taff and students became
pset and baffled when one op-
ion inchwded replacing sworn
olice officers with security
aards.

The consuitant's report in-
tuded the suggestion of having
he coltege police chiefl oversee
combination force— of sworn
clice officers and security
vards.

B8ill Scroggins, the college’s
resident and superintendent,
upports the idea,

I think this is the best plan
sr CO8,” Scroggins said
Vednesday. “It provides the ex-
erience of the sworn officers,
nd it provides the additional
everage with the security
uards.”

The college council — made
p of administrators, facuity
nd students — discussed the
ecommendation during its
Jer, 11 meeting.

“It was well-received by ev-
ryone,” Scrogging said.

See SECUAITY, Back Page

[mmigration
iakes center
stage in Iowa

By Daye Montyomery

MeClatchy Newspapers
PERRY, Iowa — In 1980, ihis
locile praivie town in central
owa had 47 Hispanics, But
ifter 15 years of steady migra-

DIANA BALDRICAITHE FRESNO BEE

Caryn Piccofo, seen Saturday wih sons Zachary, 5, and Christian, 6, and her husband, James, was able to salvage some
photo albums and her wedding dress after a biaze destroyed thelr north Fresno home Dec. 1. Garyn Piccolo wasn't home at
the time of the fire, but James and the two boys were. James Piccolo suffered smoke inhalation while seving the two boys,

To donaie

Donate to the Fresnc-Madera
Save & Family refief fund by

Fires can leave families homeless, or worse. That’s
why local chapters of the Red Cross step in to help.

B,

Valley cities, county try
to form state’s first public
electricity cooperative.

By Marc Benjamin
‘Fha Fresno Beo

The state’s fivst public electricity co-
operative, poised to provide power to
more than 114,600 customers across
the Valiey, has found itseil under as-
tack by the big guy on the bleck — Pa-
cific Gas & Blectric Co,

PG&E Is fighting the fledgling com-
pelitor with full-page newspaper ads
and lobbying at ¢ity and county mest-
ings, wherg the for-profit behemoth
challenges the San Joaguin Valley
Power Authority and its claim that cus-
tomers will snve money.

The utility has persuaded Tulare
County and the city of Fresee to with-
draw from the cooperative, leaving it
with 12 members.

The anthority has cried foud, accus-
ing PG&E of breaking state rules by
using castomer funds fo fight the o8
fort, The state Public Utilities Commis-
sion is expected fo consider the com-
plaint next yeanr,

“1t’s 8 fear-and-confusion campaign,
rather than a constructive debate over
jssues we need to address,” said David
Orih, general manager of the Kings
River Conservation Distriet. The
power authority says PGEE has used
5,000 employee hours fo fight its coop-
erative.

PG&E counters that it is using only
shapeholder noney in its campaign —
and that ifs goal Is merely 1o educate
the public about the issues,

“To ash guestions is not marketing.
It’s helping to understand their propos-
al,” said John Neison, government re-
lations divestor for PGB in San Fran-
cisce.

With similar covperatives budding
elsewhere i the state -~ in San Fran-
cisco, Marin County, Alameda County,
Sonoma County and San Luis Obispo
County — the Public Utilities Cormamis-

Sow POWER, Back Page

Unpaid
credit card
bills surge

By Bachel Honrad and Bob Portertield
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO -- Americans
ave falling behind o their credit card
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